
Avnet’s International Women’s Day Panel, hosted by RISE  
 
 
WE celebrates sponsor company, Avnet, for embracing International Women Day’s Choose to Challenge 
theme. RISE, Avnet’s employee resource group dedicated to elevating women in the workplace, hosted a 
live global event in honor of IWD. More than 2,000 employees from Avnet’s Americas, EMEA and APAC 
regions attended the virtual session.  

Following a panel discussion with four female leaders, co-hosts Linda Love, senior director, customer 
operations and Jackie Carley, senior director, business systems analysis, questioned CEO Phil Gallagher 
and Chief People Officer Ken Arnold on topics requested by RISE members. 

“Being part of any initiative that supports diversity and inclusion is just the right thing to do. Women make 
up 45% of Avnet’s workforce so you can bet I will continue to champion programs that enable us to 
identify our rising female leaders early in their careers and position them for success in leadership roles. I 
encourage the men of Avnet to be part of the solution by working together with women to foster an 
environment where everyone has access to the same opportunities, rights and performance 
expectations.” - Avnet CEO Phil Gallagher   
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